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A comprehensive glossary and reference work with more than a thousand entries on Shinto
ranging from brief definitions and Japanese terms to short essays dealing with aspects of Shinto
practice, belief and institutions from early times up to the present day.

"There is no doubt that the wealth of new data and ideas offered in this exquisite book provides
the deepest insights yet into the contemporary religious world of Jain. It will serve for some time
as a paradigmatic monograph for future empirical studies of Jain religious life." --Bulletin of the
School of Oriental and African Studies"Jains in the World is a significant and welcome
ethnography of contemporary Jains in western India by the most prominent scholar of Jainism in
North America. This book is a must for scholars of South Asian religions and will provide
scholars of Hindu traditions fine grounding both in a central dialectic of Jain thought and in
contemporary Jain praxis." --International Journal of Hindu Studies"A valuable addition to the
literature on Jainism as a living faith. Since it has the additional merits of being clearly written,
attractively illustrated, and free of unnecessary theoretical baggage, it should serve as a good
introduction to this tradition for college students." --Journal of the American Oriental Society"A
must-read for understanding, by and large, the ritual world of the Jains. He has succeeded in
proving that the concept of well-being is as central to the Jains' moral universe as their more
entrenched pursuit of the goal of liberation of soul from karmic bondage."--History of
Religions"An essential read for students and scholars of Jainism. . . . it identifies and defines a
realm of value in Jainism strongly alluded to by recent scholarship, but which, until now, had not
been explicitly stated. For this reason Jains of the World will doubtless prove to be a
fundamental turning point in the development of Jaina studies."-- The Journal of Religion"There
is no doubt that the wealth of new data and ideas offered in this exquisite book provides the
deepest insights yet into the contemporary religious world of Jain liaty. It will serve for some time
as a paradigmatic monograph for future empirical studies of Jain religious life." --Bulletin of the
School of Oriental and African Studies"Jains in the World is a significant and welcome
ethnography pf contemporary Jains in western India by the most prominent scholar of Jainism in
North America. This book is a must for scholars of South Asian religions and will provide
scholars of Hindu traditions fine grounding both in a central dialectic of Jain thought and in
contemporary Jain praxis." --International Journal of Hindu Studies"A valuable addition to the
literature on Jainism as a living faith. Since it has the additional merits of being clearly written,
attractively illustrated, and free of unnecessary theoretical baggage, it should serve as a good
introduction to this tradition for college students." --Journal of the American Oriental Society"A
must-read for understanding, by and large, the ritual world of the Jains. He has succeeded in
proving that the concept of well-being is as central to the Jains' moral universe as their more



entrenched pursuit of the goal of liberation of soul from karmic bondage."--History of
Religions"An essential read for students and scholars of Jainism. . . . it identifies and defines a
realm of value in Jainism strongly alluded to by recent scholarship, but which, until now, had not
been explicitly stated. For this reason Jains of the World will doubtless prove to be a
fundamental turning point in the development of Jaina studies."-- The Journal of Religion"An
authentic, detailed and penetrating explanation of the way the Jains of Patam practice their
religion. John Cort's profound dedication and commitment to his subject is clearly evident on
every page of this book. His sympathetic and keenly observed analysis of Jain principles will be
of enormous help to future scholars and students of Islam."-Jain Spirit"A study that does full
justice to the integration of a regional Jain religious culture in multiple dimensions. This fine book
immediately takes its place among the very best and most important existing studies of Jains
and Jainism." -The Journal of the American Academy of Religion"A welcome and vitally
important contribution to the burgeoning literature in the field of Jain studies...As a clear,
detailed, rich, and accessible account of the life of a community, Jains in the World is
unsurpassed in the field of Jain studies, and stands as a fine example of ethnographic writing in
the broader fields of antrhopology and the study of religion."--Journal of the American Academy
of ReligionAbout the AuthorProfessor and Director of the Department of Religion at Denison
University. Author of Framing the Jina (November 2009; 218 copies)
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Ashkaa, “A Popular Dictionary of Shinto. A helpful book for individuals interested in learning
about Shintoism, or Japanese culture.”

Devan, “THANK YOU!!!!!. This is a wonderful book. It's very enlightening and quite a nice
addition to the books I have. Thank you.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Get this book!. If you are interested in learning about (or more about)
Shinto, this book is well worth the price. It may be a dictionary, but it is useful for far more than
just looking up words occasionally. I am learning from every entry, and I love it so much I am
actually reading it straight through! I have many books on Shinto, but with this dictionary, I am
learning things those books did not even touch on. I am gaining a nice overall picture of the
Shinto customs and ways, and I am able to use this book as a springboard for learning more. If
you want to know more about a topic, on the Kindle, just click the word and search Wikipedia or
Google and you'll find some beautiful photos of the shrines and shrine architecture, ritual items,
festivals (matsuri), and so on. Go to the websites for the particular shrines discussed in the
dictionary, and you'll start to get a much better understanding of shrines than you would just
reading a book about Shinto shrines in general. What is great about the dictionary is that it has
entries for Kami and shrines that are not normally even mentioned in other books about Shinto.
This is one of my favorite purchases so far on the kindle, even though it was a bit pricy. It is
worth it.”

Faithful urban reader, “Excellent resource on Shinto. I don't understand what "a customer" is
saying referring to "the British flag" on the cover. Huh? The cover is clearly illustrated using
draped panels and a bell, stand, cushion and ringer. Emblematic of Shinto, which uses bells
and tones to purify and to call in the kami. A Popular Dictionary of Shinto is an excellent
resource, collating the terminology of Shinto in a concise book. Like all good dictionaries is is an
education on its subject, providing the annotations which will enable students and enthusiasts of
Shinto and/or Japanese culture, history and society to learn its spiritual terrain.”

The book by James Van Praagh has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 5 people have provided feedback.
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